
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-036

NPDES NO. CA0029122

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

GWF POWER SYSTEMS COMPANY, INC.,
NICHOLS ROAD (SITE V) POWER PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay, (hereinafter called
the Board) finds that:

1. GWF Power Systems Company, Inc., Nichols Road (Site V) Power Plant, hereinafter
referred to as the Discharger, submitted an NPDES Permit application (Report of Waste
Discharge) dated February 11, 1993 for reissuance of NPDES Permit No. CA0029122.

2. The discharge of wastewater from the Pittsburg Power Plant (Site V) is currently
regulated by Waste Discharge Requirements, Order No. 88-132 , adopted by the Board
on August 17,1988. This Order expired on August 17,1993, and the Executive Officer
extended it by letter dated May 21, 1993.

3. The Discharger generates 18.2 megawatts of electric power from the burning of
petroleum coke, a by-product of local crude oil refining operations, supplemented by coal
and oil. All wastewater generated at the facility, with the exception of stormwater,
discharges through a single deepwater outfall to Suisun Bay.

4. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Board have classified this
discharge as a minor discharge.

5. The following discharges, as described below, were included in the submitted Report of
Waste Discharge and recent self-monitoring reports:

Waste 001 averages 92,000 gallons per day (gpd), and consists of steam condensate,
demineralizer wastewater, cooling tower blowdown, and equipment washdown waters.
The Discharger neutralizes its demineralizer wastewater, and uses a bromine based
treatment for microorganism control. Waste 001 discharges through a deepwater outfall
to Suisun Bay (Latitude: 38°03'15", Longitude: 121°59'15").

6. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Basin
(Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986. The Board amended its Basin Plan on September
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